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University of New Hampshire Chief Financial Officer Marcel
Vernon was among 22 people selected to participate in the 2022
Millennium Leadership Initiative (MLI) by the American
Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU).
MLI is a premier leadership
development program that
provides individuals
traditionally
underrepresented in the
highest ranks of
postsecondary education
with the opportunity to
develop skills, gain a
MARCEL VERNON.

philosophical overview and
build the network and

knowledge needed to advance to the presidency.
With the increasing challenges facing today’s college and
university presidents, the 2022 MLI will serve as a pilot year to
bolster the qualitative dimension of the curriculum.
“This year will bring an enhanced program that will inform and
empower MLI cohorts to be better, more egalitarian leaders,
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attuned to the imperatives of a full promise democracy,” says
John S. Wilson Jr., MLI’s executive director. “We believe this will
only enhance AASCU’s annual success in shaping ideal leaders
for America’s college and university campuses.”
Since its inception 23 years ago, 694 participants have graduated
from MLI. One-fifth of MLI graduates have become a president or
chancellor, and more than one-third have advanced significantly
to other leadership positions within higher education, including at
the state level.
“AASCU unequivocally supports the cultivation of diverse leaders
in higher education, and MLI reinforces the vital role diversity
plays in the institutional mission,” said Mildred García, AASCU
president. “I am proud to be an MLI alumnae from the very first
class in 1999. My experience helped shaped me to be the leader I
am today.”
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